It is interesting to notice the diversity in conception of the early painters with regard to well-known Scriptnre scenes. In modern days, when the principal attempt is to render the scene as real as possible, and attain something like a faithful representation of the costnme, buildings, and customs of ancient Judea, this diversity[is somewhat less apparent. And yet, if the early painters were not hampered by nice notions of archaeology they were often guided by convention, and followed in main features the scheme adopted by some celebrated predecessor. 
